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The Ministry of the Environment ς working 
together towards a sustainable future 
 
 
Å The Ministry is led by the Minister of 

Agriculture and the Environment 

  

Å Ministry is responsible for 

V  strategic planning 

V  providing guidance and resources 

V  drafting legislation 

V  international cooperation 

 

Å The Ministry of the Environment's 
administrative branch includes 

V          the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE)  

V          the Housing Finance and Development                                                                                                                                         
sas   Centre of Finland (ARA 

 

 

Å In matters falling within its remit, the 
Ministry of the Environment 

 
V Directs the Centres for Economic Development, 

Transport and the Environment (ELY Centres) 

 
V Guides and funds Parks & Wildlife Finland within 

Metsähallitus, the state enterprise administering 
state-owned land and water areas 
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The division of work in water protection: preparation of key 

legislation and implementation of related programs of measures 
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Ministry of the Environment 

ωWater supply and groundwater 

ωDams and regulation of waters  

ωBasic drainage  

ωAgreements of frontier rivers 

Agriculture and Forestry 

ωRiver basin management and action 
plans 

ωMarine Strategy and action plan  

ωGroundwater protection 

ωWastewater Treatment 

Ministry of Justice ς Preparation of the Water Act  



A short history of water protection in Finland  
Å In 1960`s one forth of the population lived near to the badly polluted water bodies 

Å  Efficient treatment of industrial and municipal waste waters started in 1970`s 

Å Integrated water resources management plans in the 1970`s and 1980`s  

Å Ministry of Environment was established in the мфулΩǎ  

Å In the 21st century, EU directives have provide framework for the water pollution 

prevention and management: Water Framework, Marine Strategy Framework, Nitrate, Groundwater, EQS, Urban Waste Water etc. 

Å  Strong Institutional basis (administration, legislation, financing, cleantech, partnerships) 

Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΧ 

Å Χōǳǘ challenges to achieve good water quality status in all waters remain 



The challenge: Ecological status of surface water 
bodies 2013  
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Water protection of inlandwaters:  
River Basin Districts (RBD) in Finland 

 
1 Vuoksi River Basin  

2 KymijokiςSuomenlahti River Basin  

3 KokemäenjokiςSaaristomeri- 

Selkämeri River Basin 

4 OulujokiςIijoki River Basin 

5 Kemijoki River Basin  

International River Basins  

6 Tornionjoki (together with Sweden) 

7 TenoςNäätämöjokiςPaatsjoki 

   (together with Norway) 
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Å   5 national, 2 international and 1    
independent RBD 

 
Å The Government adopted Programme for 

Implementation of River Basin Management 
Plans 2016-2021  in December 2015 

 
Å Regional cooperation groups involving all 

stakeholders have been set  
 
Å Three official hearings during the planning 

process  
 
Å Consultations with relevant ministries at the 

national level 
 
Å The Centres for Economic Development, 

Transport and the Environment (ELY Centres) 
are responsible for the practical 
implementation and cooperation on the RBD 
programmes of measures  in their regions   
 
 

Å own regions 
 

 

 



Water protection of sea waters:  
The Finnish Marine Strategy and Action plan 

Å The Government adopted Programme for Implementation 
of the Finnish Marine Strategy in December 2015 

 
Å The aim to achieve a good state of the Baltic Sea by 2020 
 
Å  Covers CƛƴƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 

economic zone 
 

Å Prepared in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry and the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications 

 

Å Planned in parallel with the water resources management 
of lakes, rivers and groundwater 

 
Å  The Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the 

Environment (ELY Centres) are responsible for the 
cooperation on the marine strategies and the drafting of 
these strategies in their own regions 
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The sources of phosphorus and nitrogen load in 2012 
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Are the challenges met by the measures?   
The example of nutrien load sources  

Agriculture Agriculture 

Restorations, 
 regulations, 
construction of water 
bodies 



Solution: collaboration of ministries in the coordination 
and more efficient leveraging of available funding  

Ministry of Agiculture and Forestry  

the Development Fund for Agriculture and Forestry 

Regional Councils  

2,5 M ϵ (2016) 

  

Flood management, restoration  

Fisheries related restorations  

Fish stock management 

 

 

Ministry of Agiculture and Forestry  

The European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Developmement 

Agency for Rural Affairs 

8 MRD ϵ 

Ministry of Environment  

Discretionary government transfers granted by 
the Centres for Economic Development, 

Transport and the Environment (ELY-centres) 

Restoration projects 

Implementation of regional water protection measrues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

llll  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other funding for water protection  
Europen Regional Development Funds 

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 
Transnational regional EU programmes  

EU LIFE+  
National technology and entrepreneurship funding programs 

Ministries of Environment AND Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry:  

Government key projects  2016-2018 

 aiming at concrete results, effectivity and piloting of new measures 
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Solution: Government key projects for nutrient 
recycling and water protection  

Å Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry: 12 M ϵ for piloting nutrient recycling 
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Å Ministry of Environment: Programme to 

promote the recycling of nutrients and to 

improve the status of the Archipelago Sea 

2012ς2015 and  2016 -2018  ~ 17 M ϵ 

Å Ministry of the Environment: Additional 8 M ϵ 

funding for the implementation of River Basin 

District and Marine programmes of measures 

  
  



Additional policy instruments for water protection 

 
ωEconomic Instruments and Financing 
 
VAgri-environment subsidies 
 
VWater and waste water charges 
 
VRehabilitation of water bodies 
 
VConstruction of connecting wastewater and water supply networks 
 
VFinancing water protection in the neighboring areas (e.g. Russia) 
 
ωInformation, education and research 
 
ωInternational co-operation and agreements 
 
VHELCOM - governing body of the "Convention on the Protection of the Marine 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭǘƛŎ {Ŝŀ !ǊŜŀϦ ƻǊ άIŜƭǎƛƴƪƛ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέ 

 
VTransboundary co-operation 
 
VBilateral agreements with Sweden, Norway and Russia   
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